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At this time ſeaſonably to be confidered,as we, © 
| tender the advancementof ' - ""M 


TRUTH&PEAGE: 


Vs. | 

Whether it be fit, according tothe Principles. 3 
of true Religion, and State, to ſettle any! 
Church - Government over the Kingdome 
haſtily, or not ; .and with the Power com- "8 
monly deſired, in the hands of the Mini- +. -* 


ſters. 


By loun SALTMARSH, Preacher of the Word 
at Brafteed in Kent, 


, "_ — 


2 Cor.10.8. Onr authority (which the Lord hath given for Tuſtru- 
#ien, and not for deſtruttion.) 
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Whether it be fit according tothe Frinniplezaf it ue Reldg ron and State, 

to ſintle any Charch-Governwent over the K inedom haſt ity,..or 

not ; and with the Pomer commonly deſired, in the bands of the 
af, 3 Bea 941" 


= dicnce, are the(e in part ; Let every one be fully per- 
MPA Act ſmaded in bus own mind,Rom. 14-5-ver. 23 and what» 
b4 6 NI /oever i mot of fxiih,u in, Now the ſerting of an 
TH IH Mi Government-upen 8 people who are jet gen 

ISI 5Y untaught in the nature and grounds of it, 18 to put 
_ the people the praftice of that wherein it is 
unpoſſible they can be fully periwadedin their munds, and fo either on'a 

heceſſity of ſm or miſery. od CORK bel, bao 
_ 2, Therels eek danger of Drngng ple under a Popiſh'implicite 
Obedience, by forcing on a praice of that which they ſcarce know, or 
know but in part - And this is againſt the Nationell Covenant, to fide with 
any Principles of Fopery : And q e know itb experience,that thepeople 


: FXZIJ He Ralei laid down in the Word for practical Obe- 


- 
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have been, ever deyated to any-thige the State ſers tp ;/ alt the dipures or 
conſcience of; the eqmmon people uſually ending ththis, Whertier it'be 
eſtabliſhed by Law or no 3 and goibgufually no highet nor farther then x 
Sratmre Or Ack of Srats for their Religion, egy oy 

3+ (hrift I aſi: bimſclfe could as eaſily have fected his. G ofpel- Govern- 
went by miracle, 33 Ny, can-noW by 2 Cpl power, if ttiete had beer) ſuch 4 
primary or moral neceſſity of eſtabliſhing it ſo ſoon upon a pe&ple fearce 
enlightned for any part of it : But we {Et the contrary, firſt jn bimſclte, lie 
t long, und lobe betore him, and fo the Di{c-ptes ; and the gti r for 


Government were not given till he aſcended,and the Med-/ for Gevern- 
ment not/brought forth:but by degrees, ind as people fell in and were ca- 
pable of the Y oaks, and w world more caſt to the ( ommand: ments of 
Chriſt: ; and whether then or noy is yet a ion which lotme who have 

A 3 


_ lit 


" C 
| 


The New Quere, 


ſit out the debates too,though not withme, who am fully aſſured of a po- 
wevfbrderwhich the Apoltle 2Jc /Cec 7 pen JOUE 
as little doprimeon in Government 25.7rag ATV 
never ep; Ut Mol" , Wo ag ror 6 WP EEC | Tment 
ſerle | _ Nat bo M4 UC b mahe bij W Got ARIEL 
the Sth: N Orc In { Split "tren thi a271dyH :ofBcegations in 
this Kingdom are no * For hi _ «# Bail hgs "I and Timber 
are not to be c/-pr together without nd /q»aring , 10 nor in the /þi- 
ritual: And $8 ales che F, pbtibed| Fold Ther be Axenor _—_ 
mey heard, becauſe things were fitted before hand, and fo laid together : I 
queſtion. bow this*could be im our Congregations now: -I beleeve there 
wopld. be \now..more of the ;eAxe andthe Haxmer heard, then of the 


_—_ 


-T 


- 


* Pruilding Teen. 


5+ We have found” by expetience, that the ſpeedy ſetling of Govern- 
ment upon the Nation, hath made Reformation take little root,ſave in the 
out ward man, or formall Obedience ; and the reaſon. was, Be ey 
received not Reformation firſt in the power of rhe Wordbut of te, 
which went not ſo deep into their Conſciences, but they could part with 
It at any time upon a Law - Oh then, 1/hy do not daies fpeake,and matviinde 
Mipeare reged baowledge 1 news! 
-" 6. Itis againſt the'nature of Chriſt; deſcription of himſelfe, and agai 
that ſutableneſſe which he preſſes for,amonglt all fach as ſhould ſubmit to 
his Commendements ; He [hallnot ſtrivegnor cry, neither ſhall any man heare” 
hu woyee inthe fireets, Matth. 11.19. My yoke is eaſie, aud my burden hybr, 
Matth. 1 b- 29 His Commandement is are not grievons,T Jot.5.3. Neither do 


” 


men put mew wine into old bottler. All Which cannot de tulfilled m the Paro- 
chiall Congregations. wy bo 
7. Thenfore time for rrying the ſpirits, 'and proving all things, there is 
leſfe danger to.that Scare of errings in things received ahd atithorized,and 
of involving it ſelfe unto the delignegof Ecclefialticall power, then which 
othicg hath ſooner, broken” the, Civill power, as maybe ſeen in'Popiſh 
Eidos, and out late Prelaticall. There. can be no great datigerinthe 
not ſudden incorporating the two-powets : Since ſer is not alive to 
brin2 down the jult Pgrerne of the Tabernacle, there may a new Star ariſe, 
which was fiot ſeen athelt ;; which, if, we ſhut up our ſelves too-foone 
while the /-v4ke is in the Temple, capinot appeare. 
$. We havenot yet any experiment of pur new Clergie, who are many 
of them branches of the old fock , and ſo may weild the Government too 
much of the Epiſcopal FaQion, as the Samaritans did with the Jewiſh Go- 
yernment,becauſe they were not naturall /ews. It is not ſafe truſting a po- 
wer too far into thofe hands. Our Brethren of Scotland have been more 
uſed to the way of Presbytery;and may better truſt one another upon mu- 


tual! experience,thea we Can yet. g9-We 
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. 9. We experience ip part ſome remaindersof Prelacy working in ma- 
 enet. 4 Conltirion not ſo cleareyior es the Di of 
Chriſt ſhould have; then. wheth "lobe ſaf>cammittiogetiepower too 
ddenly : For though 1 queſtion not but ſome may be likethe rex, zet 
there are others like the-rwo Breuhbyen Wh flrgve which ſhould be gree- 
teſt, till the Lord ended the difference, 1: ſhall no: be ſo amongſt you, We 
find the hotteſt Controverie is now moved about Church-government ; 
andthere hath been anoſt written and {poken this way; andin molt vig- 
lence : Now. when the contention for power is fa much, and the Contro- 
verſie ſtreames molt 1a Government,.we may ſoon diſcerne diſpoſitions. 
Well,is it gvod parting with the {takes yet while there is (uch quarrelling 
for them,& when one party cannot but taket for an injury, it wholly gi- 
ventothe other? It isto be feared, there is t9o-much of man; becaufe-the 
biasridbs moſt in theſe times towards this ane tzurh of goverament,& ma- 
ny other are wholly ſet by, which might well be lookt upon with itz which 
if there were not a Principle .in man more fitted for a truth of this kind 
then any other, would not be : But every truth hath its age and ſeaſon. 
This only for caution, | 
10, There is no- Religion eſtabliſhed by State, but thereiq ſome pro- 
portion inthe two Powers , and lame compliancy. betwixt the Civill 
and Eccleſiaſticall ; ſo as the eſtabliſhing the one, will draw with it ſome 
motions in the other : And we all (ce how hazardGus it is to diſinterefle a- 
ny in the Civill part, even in Kingdomes that are more firme, as France, 
where the Proteſtants are partly allowed their Religion in pay for their 
Civill engagements ; and fv inother States. And ſure I am, that State is 
moſt free, where the conſcience is lealt ftraitned, where the Tares and 
the Wheat grow together till the harveſt. bby 
12. Our parties or diſſenting Brethren being now together,and claſped 
by intereſt againſt the common enemy, this foundation of common,upity 
is ſuch as may draw in both affeRtions and judgements. noe too {ſuddenly 
determined into Hereticks and Schinaticks ; It 1s poſſible, while a Con- 
troverſieis long ſuſpended, and time given for condhiben of things, Opi- 
ni6ns may be ſooner at peace : A fire let alone, may dye out under that 
wood which ſtirred in would kindle.it.T he Concencuons of Brethren are lihe 


the ſtrong bars of a Caſtle ; and Brother that u offended 44 barger to be won + 


then a flrong (ty, Provelhlg. 
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OBIECTIONS. 


I. 
Ut the Temple was builded withall fpeed in Nehemiehs tine ; and there- 
fore, 8&C. And Haggai cals to the building Is it time? Hag 1.4, 
4 | 


Yea,but the matteriall Patterne was more clearly left arrd known then 
the Goſpell-patternes : The other were more in the /errer,and theſe moreih 
the Sprrit. Now there mult be a proving «ll rbings, elfe there may be more 
haſt then good ſpeed ; and the Temple may be built by a falfe Parerar'as 
well as a rr#e, and then better no Building, then no right Ceday to butt 
with. And there were Prophers then, who knew the perrogs of times, arid 
conld Propheſic, as Haggai and Zecharmb.; but none fo exattly now ; and 
theſe knew both the faſh:0» and the rime for Building. Yet who ought not 
co baſten the Temple, iFthe Timber be ready, and 1t ce Apoſfter add Pro- 
phets be there for a fexndation, "nnd" Heſrs ChrifÞ for chiefe Copnty-ffon? 


Epheſ. 2. | 
i Obje& F F, 
But Vice, Herefics and Schifms will grow too faſt. 
| © AHrfw. 


So tliey might hare done from 1ohn: firſt Sermon to Pants Epilles; 
andthe {ending of the Spirit ; but yet you tee there was no Government, 
tillafter, ſetled upon the people of, Gog, Andit Herefies ſtir up their Pa. 
' trons-againſt the State, the Mapiſtrate bears not the Sword in vane ? And 
moral trantgreſfiens;let the Magiſtrate be fer on-in every place to quic- 

\ken-the' Statutes ; and'Pretthers every where fent forthto publiſh the 

-Getpell. And what if 7be Þrixre of Perſia withſtandtor a while 7 Truth is 
"Qtkerwite-armed fron heaven: Though, £4t4» be inehe wildernefſe with 
Crifyet Chriſt ſhalfconquier. Ttis the Papts and, the Prelates Jealou- 
lies, ro: keep ap'rtet? foppolet? tritths, by tulpeRtitig evety thing that ap- 
pearcs for &h enemy: "The Gofprlt dares Wilk abroaq with bolkdnciſe and 
bmplicity, when Tia tions of men, hike melanictiolypeoplt, feate every 
thing they meet will kill them : Foc the Angell that comes down from 
pan bath great power, and the earth js lightned with his glory, 
Kev 18. 1. | 
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